
City of  Atlanta Forestry Crews and Parks Staff  Complete 

“Tree Maintenance Workshop for Local Governments”  

Question and Answers 

Pruning and Tree Care Workshop 

tree pruning standards; proper 

mulching; tree health evalua-

tion;  best management prac-

tices; arboricultural resources; 

many field demonstrations; 

and more. Continuing Educa-

tion Units were offered for 

arborists, climbers, foresters, 

and commercial pesticide ap-

plicators. 

  The Atlanta Tree Conserva-

tion Commission heard very 

positive reviews of a series of 

workshops on “Tree Mainte-

nance for Local Govern-

ments,” sponsored by the 

Georgia Forestry Commission 

and presented across the state 

by the Georgia Urban Forest 

Council (GUFC).  The TCC 

thought the training sounded 

like a great opportunity for 

the “frontline” forestry and 

parks workers who care for 

Atlanta’s trees.   

  Since Atlanta is large 

enough to fill a workshop, 

GUFC put the Commission 

directly in touch with the pre-

senters at Technical Forestry 

Services who agreed to tailor 

two workshops just for the 

City of Atlanta. 

  The first workshop was held 

on June 21, 2011 at the Out-

door Activity Center in south-

west Atlanta; a second session 

with even more hands-on 

work will be held in the Fall. 

Presenters were Connie 

Head, Consulting Urban For-

ester, and Gretchen Musser,  

Certified Arborist and Regis-

tered Landscape Architect.   

  The information-packed day 

covered tree biology; the life 

cycle of trees; benefits of 

trees in the urban landscape; 

from the cut limbs are very 

weakly attached.  “Crape mur-

der” is bad for the tree in the 

long run. 

Q: What is the best time-

frame for pruning trees? 

A:  Generally, it is best to 

prune trees in the winter when 

they are dormant.  Some trees 

also can be pruned after flow-

ering.   

Q: Are water bags or mulch 

better for watering trees? 

A:    Both, depending upon 

when.  Water bags  are   used   

mainly when newly planted 

trees are getting established.  

Water must be added regu-

larly.   If water bags stay in 

place too long, they can cause 

girdling of roots.  Mulch 

should be no more than 3 

inches thick; spread it wider, 

not deeper each year.  Mulch 

helps protect roots of both new 

and established trees. 

Q: Why do people hack 

crape myrtles? 

A:  People think they are 

“supposed to”.  Flowers form 

on the current year‟s growth, 

but the limbs that grow back 

Participant Comments 

“Very informative and I very much 
liked the hands-on session.” 

 

“All in all, the training was good 
and I’ll recommend it if anyone 
asks.” 

 

“I have sat through my fair share of 
presentations and I found this one to 
be very informative and thorough.” 

 

“Went over a lot of material I knew 
nothing about until today.  Out-
standing.” 

 

“I learned a whole lot from this 
class.” 

 

“Answered all questions, gave a lot 
of information to help me further my 
knowledge of trees.  Both presenters 
were outstanding.” 

 

  

Proper Tree Care  

Benefits of trees and tree canopy. 

Pruning objectives and correct pruning cuts. 

Proper mulching. 

Evaluation of tree condition. 

Hands-on demonstrations. 

 Sponsored by City of Atlanta Tree Conservation Commission 

Part 1:  June 21, 2011 
 
Part 2:  Fall 2011 
 

Connie Head, Technical Forestry Services, demonstrates proper 

pruning techniques in hands-on workshop with  Forestry Crews.  



 

Small Tree Pruning 

Large Tree Assessment 



Using a hand-held laser thermometer, instructor 

Connie Head, demonstrated that the temperature 

of pavement in full sun versus the temperature 

of pavement in even dappled sun can vary as 

much as 30 degrees.  Imagine the difference 

between unshaded pavement in full sun versus a 

deeply shaded street or parking lot! 

Amazingly,  using the same technique,  Connie  

demonstrated that the soil under just two  inches 

of organic mulch (wood chips)  was as much as 

40 degrees cooler than the surface of the mulch.  

This demonstrates the important insulating 

property of mulch.   Just remember, more is not 

better.  A little is all it takes. 

Amazing Temperature Variation 

Important Tips for Tree Care 

Never use more than two to three inches of mulch.  Keep mulch at least six inches away from 

tree trunks at all times.  Mulch helps insulate roots, keeping them moist and moderating tem-

perature.  Too much mulch can kill the tree by causing roots to girdle the tree trunk.  

 
Source:  International Society of Arboriculture, updated Sept. 2005, www.treesargood.com.. 

Handheld infared thermome-

ter showing street surface 

temperature.  



Willie Adams, Gardener  

Brent Beamon, Arborist 

Eric Boswell,  Part-time 

Jacqueline Dewberry, Gardener 

Harold Earley, Forestry Supervisor 

Kathy Evans, Tree Conservation Commission 

Nathaniel Evans, Trades Worker 

James Huntley, Gardener 

Jasen Johns, Arborist 

Christopher Kallio, Tree Trimmer, Sr. 

Pamela Lawson, Tree Trimmer 

Marcus Lee, Gardener 

Deloris Pickens Crawford, Gardener 

Donald Rembert, Tree Trimmer, Sr. 

Takaser Robinson, Seasonal 

Michael Stewart, Forestry Supervisor 

Hyacinth Taylor, Gardener 

Andrew Wells, Forestry Crew Supervisor 

Marvin Wiley,  Tree Trimmer, Sr. 

Dwan Williams, Gardener 

Jerry Wilson, Tree Trimmer, Sr. 

Workshop Participants 

The workshop concluded with a “tree maintenance 

pledge” stating principles of  tree care excellence such as: 

“I WILL mulch trees annually with good quality mulch and 

I WILL NEVER pile mulch around the trunk „volcano‟ style 

to avoid trunk decay and discourage stem girdling roots;”  

“I WILL prune all trees properly according to standards, I 

WILL NOT flush cut or leave stubs, and I WILL NEVER 

TOP TREES, INCLUDING CRAPE MYRTLES;“ and   

“I WILL protect tree roots within the critical root zone 

(CRZ), and I WILL NEVER  compact the soil by driving 

equipment, parking vehicles, or storing materials within a 

tree‟s CRZ, thereby preserving tree health and longevity.” 

City of Atlanta 

Office of Buildings 

55 Trinity Ave., S.W., Suite 3800 

Atlanta, GA  30303P 

hone: 404-234-9603 

Fax: 404-658-6977 

Email:  kaevans@atlantaga.gov 

Tree  Conse rva t ion  Commiss i on  

We’re on the Web! 

Www.atlantatreecommission.com 

Outdoor  Ac t iv i ty  Cen t e r  

The Outdoor Activity Center is a 26-acre nature 

preserve in the Richland Hills community of 

southwest Atlanta.  The Center is owned by the 

City of Atlanta and operated by the West At-

lanta Watershed Alliance (WAWA) which con-

ducts environmental education under a memo-

randum of understanding with the City. 

The Tree Conservation Commission is a citizen 

board, appointed by the Mayor and City Coun-

cil to assist in the protection, maintenance, and 

regeneration of trees and other forest resources 

in the City of Atlanta. The Commission over-

sees educational and other programs to encour-

age proper tree care.   


